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Welcome to the September Smokebox 

 

As it is the beginning of a new year in the club’s calendar it’s time to pay our yearly Subs.  We will be coming into our 

Eleventh Season at Eaton Bray, we increased the Subs to £30 back in 2011 and held them at the same level ever 
since in spite of yearly increases in the cost of hiring the Hall.  As we now also have full use of the entire Hall this has 

also increased our costs.  The good news is that we will continue to hold them at £30 for 2018/2019 Season. This is 
due in no small part to the success of Steam in Beds and an influx of new members. We have continued to grow our 

membership throughout 2018 with the membership now standing at over 40.  As usual Tony will be collecting our 
subs at our meetings but if you prefer you can pay by Bank Transfer please use the Sort Code: 09-01-51, and 

Account Number: 969977208, don’t forget to include your name as a reference so Tony can log your payment.   If 

you prefer, a cheque is fine it should be made out to “Bedfordshire 16mm Modellers”.   However if you prefer to pay 
cash it is always acceptable. 

Group Meeting Dates – 2018/2019 

 

The remaining dates for our 2018 meeting are as follows: 

 
14th October*   4th November 

 Steam in Beds will be on Saturday 24th November  

We held an extra meeting in August this year; unfortunately I was not able to be there as we were presenting the re-

furbished Papplewick Green at the Leighton Buzzard event on the same day. By all accounts the meeting was well 

attended; on the strength of that I have booked an August meeting for 2019.  

 

The Confirmed Dates for 2019 are: 

 

6th January 3rd February 3rd March 7th April  5th May  2nd June  7th July 

4th August 1st September 6th October 3rd November 

I have been assured by the Hall organisers that nothing will disrupt our regular meetings during 2019 as we 

experienced during 2018.   

 Steam in Beds will be on Saturday 30th November 
 

All meetings commence at 10:30 am and close at 4:00 pm. 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Leighton Buzzard Narrow Gauge Railway 

A group of BAGs members presented and operated the Re-Furbished Papplewick Green, we were located in the 

Engine Shed. Not the most salubrious of places, it was a very hot day but we were lucky as we were at the open end 
of the shed so we got what breeze there was. A number of us took advantage of the Free Train Ride to Stonehenge 

Works. On the whole a very enjoyable day only let down by the poor catering provided.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Future Events  

National Garden Railway Show 

I am pleased to announce that Ridgmont has been invited to attend the National Garden Railway Show on Saturday 

6th April 2019 at the Peterborough Arena. I don’t have any more details yet but I imagine similar rules will apply as 

last time. Those of you involved with Ridgmont’s last trip to Peterborough will remember they limit the number of 

runners per layout. I understand they have now introduced a sliding scale of runners depending on the size of the 

layout, hopefully that will avoid having to turndown help as we did in 2015.    

Guildford Garden Railway Show 2019 

I have received advanced warning of a Garden Railway Show being planned by the GMES. I have been in touch with 

Bryan Finch suggesting they should invite Ridgmont, the response was very positive. The invitations will go out next 

January so we will have to wait and see but in the meantime book the dates in your diary. We will have to be patient 

and wait to see if we do indeed get an invitation. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

New Boiler Test Code 

There have been a number of queries from members regarding the new Boiler Test introduced in May 2018. In order 

to clarify a number of points Alan Regan offered to write an explanatory note on the revised Boiler Test Code. This he 
has now completed and a copy is attached to the email that brings you the September Smokebox. You would be well 

advised to read it as it does set out how we as the Bedfordshire Group will implement the new Code. If you do still 
have any questions would you please email them to me, I will pass them on to Alan Regan and Pete Newman to 

respond. 

Both volumes of the code can be downloaded from the Association Web Site using the link 
https://www.16mm.org.uk/resources/loco-maintenance/ 

There is also a new style test certificate which you can also download and includes a section for the self administered 

Steam Tests. I have also attached a copy of the new test certificate for your convenience.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

This is a quick reminder that this Saturday and Sunday will be the last time that Martin & Liz Shrubsole will be 

presenting “Trains for Marie Curie.” 

 Details as follows: SATURDAY 1st September 14:00 to 19:30 

    SUNDAY  2nd September  11:00 to 17:00   including some "Last Train" specials. 

The website( www.somesayislandrailway.org.uk  )is now dreadfully out of date but, for newcomers, still gives details of 

how a day is organised. Martin & Liz look forward to seeing as many friends old and new, young or old, as can make 

it. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

I have been told by John Kitchenman that Peter Elvy had a heart attack last Sunday. He was admitted to Papworth 

Hospital but may be discharged on Thursday this week. If I get any further information on Peter’s progress I will 

let everyone know. I will bring a get well card to the meeting on Sunday for people to sign.  
 

Wags Wharf at Pitstone Museum 

Apart from Wags Wharf, there are plenty of other exhibits of interest to see whether a railway enthusiast or not. As 

part of the team you would get plenty of time to look around the whole site. There are many interesting items that 

show how things have changed over the years. There are exhibits covering the Home, Technology including early 

computers, Farming and Engineering, things we take for granted today. Look at their web site at 

http://www.pitstonemuseum.co.uk/ 

 

The remaining open days for 2018 are as follows: Sunday    9th September 

        Sunday    14th October 

 

Chris 
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